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Contra Costa Community College District Selects Dr. Pamela Ralston as Los
Medanos College President

MARTINEZ, California — The Contra Costa Community College District (4CD) has
selected Dr. Pamela Ralston as the 7t permanent president of Los Medanos College
(LMC). The 4CD Governing Board will vote on ratification of her contract at their June
14, 2023, meeting. The announcement was made following a search that began in
February 2023.

“Dr. Ralston brings tremendous experience and commitment to improving student
success and student equity by working collaboratively with faculty, staff, and
administrators,” said Interim Chancellor Mojdeh Mehdizadeh. “Through the development
and support of strong, innovative programs, and in designing a supportive environment
where both students and staff feel respected and appreciated, | am confident we have
chosen a leader who is a great fit for 4CD, Los Medanos College, and the East County
community.”

Over the course of a two-decade career in public higher education, Dr. Ralston has
served as the Interim President at Los Medanos College, President at Santiago Canyon
College, and Executive Vice President of Educational Programs at Santa Barbara City
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College, where she led the academic and student services programs. A passionate
advocate for diversity, equity, and inclusion in education, Dr. Ralston has worked to
create a welcoming and inclusive environment for all students, with special attention to
the strengths that their cultural backgrounds and ethnic identities bring to their college
experiences.

Dr. Ralston earned a bachelor’'s degree in English from the University of Oregon and
Master of Arts and doctoral degrees from the University of Washington in Comparative
Literature.

‘Il am honored to be selected to lead this incredible higher education institution,” said Dr.
Ralston. “| am eager to help maintain and expand LMC’s legacy of educational
excellence, promote community college as a great choice for our students, while
building stronger connections and partnerships with our community.”
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The Contra Costa Community College District (4CD) is one of the largest multi-college
community college districts in California. The 4CD serves a population of 1,200,997
people, and its boundaries encompass all but 48 of the 734-square-mile land area of
Contra Costa County. 4CD is home to Contra Costa College in San Pablo, Diablo Valley
College in Pleasant Hill, Los Medanos College in Pittsburg, as well as educational
centers in Brentwood and San Ramon. The District headquarters is located in
downtown Martinez. For more information visit www.4cd.edu.
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